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prEfacE

SRM’s Annual Report “Economic Relations between Italy and the Mediterranean” 
has reached its seventh edition, the result of one year of activity that has once again 
kept busy our research team – to whom I give my thanks – on this area, which can be 
considered of strategical importance for our Country.

The Mediterranean, despite the difficult times mostly of geopolitical nature it has 
been facing , is still important for our economic and trade relations, as proven by the 
many infrastructural and business projects that have started or that have reached their 
final stages.

The research stuck to its code, aimed at being a reference point for analysis and 
statistics related to import-export and the overall international relations that our Country 
has with the Mena area (Middle East & North Africa). The essays are also aimed at 
integrating this approach with an infrastructural vision, focusing on the aspects related to 
the competitiveness of the Mediterranean ports and on the massive investment that China 
is realizing in the Mare Nostrum to create the Belt & Road Initiative, an “Investment 
Plan” of over 1,000 billion dollar.

I would like to list just a few figures in order to provide a clearer framework of the 
value the Mediterranean has for the Italian and European economy. We are the second 
Country (after Germany) in terms of interchange with the area, with a total of 70 billion 
euro and, in relation to the last fifteen-year period, we increased our import-export by 
almost 55%. In the Mediterranean, over 800 tonnes of shipped goods (+120% on 2001) 
have transited through Suez, coming/going from and to the Middle and Far East; during 
the last three months, the canal has been registering double digit increments on maritime 
traffic.

It should also be considered that, as mentioned earlier, China has been showing 
a newfound interest in the Mare Nostrum in the past years, taking over many port 
terminals and turning them into “access points” for the markets of the Balkan area and 
of Central Europe. The most eloquent examples are the investment in the Piraeus Port 
and in the container terminals of Vado Ligure and Valencia, three key logistics hubs of 
our continent. 

In perspective, China will surpass 230 billion of interchange with the area in 2019, 
the United States will exceed 150 billion, Germany will reach almost 100 billion and 
Italy will achieve over 80 billion euro.

These numbers show how the area is living a particularly thriving moment.
It should be highlighted that Germany, in Berlin, in June 2017, during G20, presented 

a new Investment Plan for the African continent also known as “Marshall Plan for Africa”. 
This means that our trading competitors have a very clear picture of the importance that 
the area can have for global economy. 

I would like to mention that this year we also focused on the SEZ-Special Economic 
Zones, where SRM analyse the recent legislation provided by the Mezzogiorno Decree 
and how our Country is readying itself for this new development challenge; SEZ, if 
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utilized and planned correctly, with a sound strategic plan at their foundation, can be the 
driving force of an area, as proven by the cases of Suez in Egypt and the port of Tanger 
Med in Morocco, where they generated foreign investment and employment. It’s up to us 
to configure them properly and give them resources to make them thrive.

Our Country can grasp this opportunity, as long as it keeps on working on stimulating 
the internationalization processes of our companies, at improving our port and logistics 
system and, most of all, at integrating these initiatives into the structure of its actions, 
without treating them as occasional events by random individuals and/or investors. 

Investing according to the geo-economic transformations that are affecting the 
Mediterranean could be a perceptive and intelligent move. Italy already possesses a 
relevant maritime system, especially in the Mezzogiorno, with competitive businesses, 
networks and manufacturing districts. This should be considered the starting point. 

These are the messages that our Observatory wishes to pass on, providing insights, 
analysis and awareness, for all the players of the economic system.

Our research project wants to provide a clearer picture of the economic and 
commercial size of the Med area and of the phenomena to monitor in order to define a 
policy that projects us toward the Mediterranean, a policy “for the Mediterranean”. With 
the Mezzogiorno standing in the spotlight. 

Paolo scudiEri
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